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Time, talent, 
treasure donations 

PHOTO SUBMITTED 

Jerry Imdieke (front, from left), Herbie Imdieke, Kurt 
Meyer, Tom Loxtercamp, Marv Meyer and John Nathe; 
and (back) Jim Leukam stand in front of the newly 
constructed entrance June 20 leading into St. John the 
Baptist Cemetery in Meire Grove. Parishioners donated 
their time, talent and treasures to complete the project. 

St. John the Baptist Cemetery 
entrance completed 
BY CAROL MOORMAN I STAFF WRITER 

Thanks to donations of time, talent and treasures, 
there is a new entrance to St. John the Baptist Ceme­
tery in Meire Grove that showcases a black cross with 
a corpus. Parishioners, on June 20, erected a new arch­
way, welcoming visitors to the cemetery just east of 
the Catholic church. 

"A lot of cemeteries have an entrance," said Jim 
Leukam, who spearheaded the project with fellow 
Long-time cemetery committee member Jerry Im­
dieke. ''This is so cool." 

Assisting them were parishioners Herbie Imdieke, 
Kurt Meyer, Tom Loxtercamp, Marv Meyer and John 

athe during the six-hour parish project which started 
at 6 a.m. as they tried to beat the heat. 

"We mixed 32 bags of cement, all by hand," Leu­
kam said. "It was 97 degrees by noon, but we had fun." 

It was a two-year process to get to this point, start­
ing with Leukam coming up with a design and the 
committee receiving parish council approval. 

. The s_teel work, which included St. John the Bap­
t1st wordmg, was done by CAP Enterprise. Leukam 
worked with Dick and Jason Christenson, at this Mel­
rose business, who fabricated the steel. 

The Christensons have a connection to St. John 
the Baptist Church. Dick's wife and Jason's mother, 
Mary Jane, who has passed away, was an Imdieke 
from Meire Grove. 
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Avon Elementary Preschool Teacher
_
Kristy Yurczyk and Albany Area Schools Superintendent Travis Okerlund, on July 14, sit 

near the p l_ayground at North Park in Albany, near the former Albany Hospital building. A proposed plan calls for it to be
renovated into an Early Learning Center. 

Albany Area Schools staff excited 
about possible Early Learning Center 

BY CAROL MOORMAN 
STAFF WRITER 

T
o meet growth and space
issues, the Albany School
Board is proposing to pur-

chase and renovate the former Albany 
Hospital into an Early Learning Cen­
ter for preschool and kindergarten stu­
dents. This plan would alleviate space 
constraints now and into the future at 
both Albany and Avon Elementary. 

A few key components of early 
childhood education include adequate 
classroom space, collaborative learn­
ing areas, an area dedicated to large 
motor skills and gym time. While 
they currently have this at Avon Ele­
mentary, a heavily -scheduled program 

makes this difficult to use. 
"We have 45 minutes, and you div­

vy up the time," said Kristy Yurczyk, 
Early Childhood coordinator. "Some­
times, we're overlapping and have to 
rearrange our schedules." 

She said it's the simple things that 
make teaching effective, like suffi­
cient space, whether for classrooms, 
activities or storage. 

"Having rooms for special educa­
tion, speech, and fine motor skills so 
they're not in the hallway is import­
ant," Yurczyk said. 

Superintendent Travis Okerlund 
said he's watched special education 
teachers working with students in hall­
ways trying to maximize the space. 

"They're doing a good job over-

coming challenges, but all kids need 
to spread out and not be confined for a 
long time," he said. 

Enrollment at Albany Area 
Schools, not including preschoolers, 
has increased from 1,647 students 
during the 2011-12 school year to 
1,779 students in 2020-21. According 
to demographic and census informa­
tion, enrollment is projected to reach 
approximately 1,850 students by 
2025-26. 

"We 're fortunate, in our district, to 
be in the position with steady growth, 
in a district that's thriving," said Cas­
sie Novak, Community Education di­
rector. 
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Schaefer vying for Aquatennial Queen of Lakes royalty 
BY SARAH COLBURN 

STAFF WRITER 

Kate Schaefer will 
represent Melrose at 
this year's Minneapolis 
Aquatennial Queen of 
the Lakes competition, 
and it is the first time 
the city has been repre­
sented in unwards of a 

sion for the ruts. I was 
in musical theater and 
competitive speech for 
a cumulative nine years 
and just as many peo­
ple suppo1t musical ruts 
and competitive speech 
as they do an athletic 
event," she said. "To 
have that much support 
as vou're 2:rowin2: uo is 

ter being crowned Miss 
Melrose, she received 
a letter from one of the 
judges that encouraged 
her to look into the 
AquatenniaJ, and the 
letter contained $100 to 
pay the registration fee. 

"It just means the 
world to me that some­
one said. "I see some-

will compete in the 
Aquatennial begiooing 
July 20. Coronation is 
July 23. She begins the 
week heading straight 
into a formal interview 
followed by an oral pre­
sentation to a panel of 
judges. 

Schaefer first ran for 
Miss Melrose because 









